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either the route by which the strongest minds among
the American statesmen of that period had travelled
to the conclusions embodied in the Constitution, or
the arguments by which they had become reconciled to
them.    The " Federalist" has generally excited some-
thing like enthusiasm in those who have studied it,
and among these there have been some not at all
given to  excessive   eulogy.     Talleyrand   strongly
recommended it; and Guizot said of it that, in the
application of the elementary principles of government
to practical administration, it was the greatest work
known to him.   An early number of the " Edinburgh
Review'J ( No. 24 ) described it as a " work little known
in Europe, but which exhibits  a profundity of re-
search and  an   acuteness  of understanding which
would have  done  honour to  the most illustrious
statesmen of modern times."    The American com-
mendations of the "Federalist" are naturally even less
qualified.   " I know not/' wrote Chancellor Kent, " of
any work on the principles of free government that is
to be compared in instruction and in intrinsic value
to this small and unpretending volume of the i Fe-
deralist ?; not even if we resort to Aristotle, Cicero,
Machiavel, Montesquieu, Milton,  Locke, or  Burke.
It is equally admirable in the depth of its wisdom,
the comprehensiveness of its views, the sagacity of
its reflections, and the freshness, patriotism, candour,
simplicity, and eloquence, with which its truths are